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Group Activity: “Greatest Infographic Ever”




The “Greatest Infographic Ever”

* Created by Charles Joseph Minard in 1861, the infographic depicts the losses
suffered during Napoleon's Russian campaign of 1812.
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Your group’s task

1. Form a group of 2-4 people
2. Create a shared document on Google Docs

. Be sure everyone’s name is on the document and permissions are set so that
we can access it!
. This document should be used to take notes that capture your conversation.
3. Submit using the Google Form on the course website
. | only need 1 copy per group, but please include everyone’s names.



https://forms.gle/swYhcKgcifvpfbGC7

Your group’s discussion topics

1. Identify and enumerate all the data encoded (date, location, etc.) in the chart
and by what means (color, position, etc.)
2. Make alist of key events of Napoleon’s march

. First, using only the chart, determine the type, location, timing, and cause of
the events (you will not be able to determine all type/location/timing/cause
information for every event)

. Second, use Google, ChatGPT, or other tools to fill in some of the knowledge
gaps for these events (be sure to verify your facts...)
. Note what you found in the chart vs. other tools
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English Translation

F lg urative M ap of the successive losses in men of the French Army in the Russ an campaign 1812 ~ 1813
Drawn by M. Minard, Inspector General of Bridges and Roads (retired). .
Paris, November 20, 1869.

The numbers of men present are represented by the widths of the colored zones at a rate of one millimeter for every ten thousand men; they are further written N % Moscow
across the zones. The red designates the men who enter Russia, the black those who leave it. —— The information which has served to draw up the map has been
extracted from the works of M.M. Thiers, de Segur, de Fezensac, de Chambray and the unpublished diary of Jacob, the pharmacist of the Army since
October 28th. In order to better judge with the eye the diminution of the army, I have assumed that the troops of Prince Jerome and of Marshal Davout, who had

been detached at Minsk and Mogilev and have rejoined near Orsha and Vitebsk, had always marched with the army.
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